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early varieties. The length of the plum season has similarly
been extended from 30 to 90 days.
Fodder crops and grasses naturally constitute a problem of
vital importance in a country where the*
0   el%                bullock is the principal motive power
for cultivation. The use of power chaS cutters has shown that
a substantial saving can be made on the present quantities*
realised. It has also been shown that maize can be grown for
silage*and removed in plenty of time to allow other crops to
grow. In addition, grass and sugarcane have been proved to
give a useful silage while lucerne and guinea grass continue as
serviceable additions to the fodder supply. A very important
step has been the creation of fodder reserves in districts which
are prone to fodder famine. Progress has also been made in
the study of the various factors involved in the better prepara-
tion and utilisation of fodder.
Certain investigations of minor importance which have been
pursued during the year under review are not without interest.
In the United Provinces, botanical experiments have been carried
on with a view to improving the morphine content of Indian
opium, to enable it to compete with the opium of the Otto-
man Empire in the production of certain valuable alkaloids.
It is hoped that the success of these experiments will intro-
duce an industry of considerable value to India. Other
investigations of considerable importance have been directed
towards ascertaining how water can be used to the greatest
advantage and the least possible damage to the soil. Tracts
abound in India in which agriculture is impossible without
irrigation, and investigation* on a systematic scale into the
many problems connected with its chemical and physical
effects will be carried on as soon as sufficient staff is
available.
Further, much successful work has beeti carried on at Pusa
and in the various Provinces with the
object of controlling the outbreak of
insect pests. The staff available is very .small, and while
appreciable progress continues, it will take years to eradicate
from the mind of the cultivator the idea that blights come